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Communists Flock
To U.N. Conference

At long last, the major American news media
have finally alluded to the Soviet role in the world-
wide, anti-nuclear movement. They would have
preferred, of course, to ignore the issue, but it was
thrust upon them wheén a major controversy aros¢
over the granting of U.S. visas to hundreds of for-
cign ‘‘peace activists” associated with organi-
zations with Communist ties.

‘I'he State Department identified the activists as
members of the World Peace Council, its affiliates
and other Soviet-dominated organziations that
were ‘‘secking to exploit’ the United Nations Sec-
ond Special Session on Disarmament, which is
now in progress. Many of these activists were also
planning to attend the anti-nuclear rally which was
held in New York last weekeind.

Althiough officials of the world Peace Council

WP have made no big secret of the fact that
they follow the Kremlin line, reporters such as
tohn M. Gosliko of the Washington Post did their
best to obscure the Soviet ro’ - in the organization
by referring to the WPC as “allvgedly” Communist.
Goshko and others ignored a 1978 CIA report
on Soviet propaganda’ operations which quo_!,e’d‘
Romesh ¢ nandra, president of the WIfCTEs—'ﬁ?_i_n_g
tim‘t*h_mxgil_—gui—i‘pu__gnth reacts to al! Sovict initi-
“atives in international affairs.” The report ces-
Teribed th: WPRC as ‘“the Sov’»;t_Union’s single mos!.
importzant international fro—{a'._'_organizvation.”
" Also ignored was an April 1982, State Depart-
ment publication, “world Peace Council: Instru-

ment of * wiet Foreign Policy,”” which detailed the
WPC’s uherence to the Soviet line and noted evi-
dence that “the bulk of its expenses arc met by the
Soviet Union.”

Reporters were quick to publicize charges
thai denying visas to the ‘‘peace sciivists’ was
McCerthyisi: ond a violation of human
rights, In fact, the Administration was simply
foliowing the law,

Generally speaking, members of organizations
with Communist tics have been denied entry ‘o the
U.S. But a 1677 amendinent to the Immigration
and Nationality Act sponsored by former Senator
George McGovern almost reversed the procedure,
puiting the burden on the government to explain
why an applicant with links to a Communist group
should not be allowed in.

Nevert

STAT

ference 2nd the anti-nuclear rally, ihe Justice
Department upheld denials of visas in morc than
300 cases, and granted waivers of them in anly 42.
One intelligence expert described the Justice De-
partment decision as “‘courageous.”

Of course, even if visas had been denicd in all
cascs, there would have been no way for the
Reagan Administration to prevent the U.N. ses-
sion and the anti-nuclear rally from assuming a
pro-Soviet cast. :

The bias of the U.N., a body domiunated by
the so-calied Third World and the Conuau nist
countrics, is well-ko:owa. 1t the anti nuclear
rally, which, according to the press, was
organized by churches and minoritly groups,
was also tilted against the United States.

While the Administration succeeded in limiting
foreign Communist involvement in both events, it
could not limit domestic Communist involvement.
The June 12th rally committee, which organized
the protest, included both the Communist party
and the U.S. Peace Council, the American branch
of the World Peace Council.

The official slogan of the rally eavorsed an im-
mediate freeze on nuclear weapons, a proposal
warmly embraced by Soviet dictator Leonid
Brezhnev. It said, ““We are calling for a freeze and
reduction of all nuclear weapons and the trans’er
of funds from military budgets to human neecs.”

The invited speakers included Randy Forsberg,
who proposed the idea of a nuclear weapons
freeze, later adopted by Senators Teddy Kennedy
(D.-Mass.) and Mark Hatficld (R.-Ore.), and rep-
resentatives of the Revolutionary Democratic Front
of El Salvador (FDR) and the African National
Congress (ANC). The FDR is allied with the
Marxist guerrillas trying to take over El Salvardtor
and the ANC is a Soviet-backed terrorist group
trying to gain control of South Africa.

The Motbilizaiion for Survival, which includes
the Communist Party and the U.S. Peace Council,
also played a raajor role in promoting the demon-
stration. It fook out a full page advertiseinent in
the New York Times on May 23 calling on people
to “‘demonstrate for survival.” The ad carried the
headline, ‘We Demand a Nuclear-Free World,”
and listed the following ‘‘demands’’: ‘
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